
“I guess you would have to say I was the, now 
stereotyped, description of an early Northern 
Souler, white, working class from Lancashire. 

My mother 
worked in a 
biscuit factory 
and my dad 
(RIP) was a HGV 
driver”

At age 15 I got 
a job working 
on the hot dog 
and burger stall 
in the car park 
under the Mecca 

The 70’s Soul Scene had a lot more to it than 
just underground Northern, we had Soul and 
TSOP in the charts that local pubs like The 
Crown would be playing before we would 
head to the Blackpool Casino at the Pleasure 
Beach, many smaller clubs like Barbarellas 

and others would be playing 
a great mixture of both Northern & Motown.

Before the legendary Saturday Nights 
at the Mecca with Colin Curtis & Ian levine 
I used to go to the Sunday Sessions in the 
Highland room, it was open to age 16+ and 
was like a stepping stone to the main event 
for me.

I can remember vividly my very first visit 
to Wigan Casino (pictured), the hairs stood 
up on the back of my neck just as they are 
now as I recollect it and when I hear a certain 
tune, the heat as you went through the doors 
and pure energy and sense of belonging was 
addictive, the whole room was clapping in 
unison to then breaking now legendary tunes 
of Richard Searling, Russ Winstanley, Kev 
Roberts and many more great DJs.
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Les Csonge  

Les Csonge & Ann Taylor give us an insight into their world of “Northern Soul” from their early 
beginnings as teenagers in the early 70’s growing up in Blackpool and Bacup Lancashire right 
up to their forthcoming Soul Galore Weekender on the South Coast of England this October 
13th-15th 2017 at the Leas Cliff Hall Folkestone.

Les Blackpool 
Mecca 70’s

in Blackpool, it was 
crazy busy. At closing 
time the queues would 
be 5 deep, full of 
wide eyed youngsters 
clutching vinyl records, 
buzzing like bees 
around the van.
Earlier at 12 midnight 
many were jumping on 
a coach to go to this 
place called Wigan.
I did not understand 
why at the time but I 
guess, not surprisingly, 
it was not too long 
before I was joining 
them on the trip”

Northern
Soul Survivors
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I grew up in Lancashire - 
loving Motown and other 
Soul music since the age of 

about 11, I started going to 
the Wigan Casino All Nighters 
in 1974 and like a lot of 
people pretending to stay at a 
friends house overnight! I also 
went to Blackpool Mecca and 
afterwards would catch the 
coach to Wigan.

There were also some really 
good local clubs around – 
especially Ginger (Taylor) and 
Eddie’s events and Accrington 
British Legion, where you 
could get your Soul “fix”, I 
gravitated towards people 
who had a real passion for the 
music and not simply a “liking” 
for it. 

I left the north of England 
in 1980 to attend college in 
Croydon and was away from 

the scene for several decades 
(like a lot of people for one 
reason or another) then I had 
what I suppose you might call 
a “mid-life crisis” and decided 
to explore the Soul scene 
down south, I had a yearning 
to promote and DJ. 

I saw Martha Reeves at the 
Jazz Café and an ex-Wigan 
Soul fan I met that night 
encouraged me to go for it ! 
This person I met was Les who 
is now my partner.

I bought some decks 
(Technics), mixer and speakers 
– and of course MORE records 
and started in a local pub 
in Teddington on Thursday 
nights. 

Some local Soul fans and DJs 
became regulars, we outgrew 
the pub so I set up Teddington 
Fridays at the Constitutional 
Club down the road which 
is now in its 6th year and 
regularly gets 150+ attendees 
from all over London and the 
South.

The Dome All Dayers 
(Sundays) in Tufnell Park are 
also into the 6th year with a 
fabulous large retro room and 

dancefloor and coincidently 
the venue of the old Capitol 
Soul Club, we have people 
travelling from all over the 
UK to this and it gives us the 
opportunity to have great 
guest DJ’s (Sean Chapman 
24th September).

Our biggest project to date 
is the forthcoming Soul Galore 
Weekender in Folkestone, 
October 13/14/15th which 
was inspired by the great 
Soul Galore record by Jackie 
Wilson (Brunswick) I find it 
difficult to play a set without 
Jackie – he can do no wrong… 
his voice is like an instrument 
and what a showman, I love 
the pace of this song it’s a 
real “belter” as we say Ooop 
North ! 

Ann Taylor  

Ann - Cats Whiskers
Burnley 70’s



When I first moved south I 
found a lot of the events were 
much smaller, often in pubs 
without a dance floor, some-
times mixing the music up with 
Ska and other genres.

For me it has always been 
about Dancing and for that 
you need a decent size dance 
floor, when you combine that 
with great tunes and passion-
ate people the magic happens 
and a great atmosphere is 
created.

For many years we have both 
travelled up north regularly to 
the larger traditional Northern 
Soul weekenders like Black-
pool, Prestatyn, Cleethorpes 
and many others and more 
recently international events in 
Europe and now USA. 

An All Nighter / Weekender 
was the natural progression 
from the successful monthly 
nights and Sunday All Dayers  
so people could experience 
the Togetherness and feeling 

of a larger event down South 
and that is how  
Soul Galore was 
born.

We searched 
for a suitable 
large venue for 
months, trying 
to find some-
where with a big 
enough dancefloor and good 
accommodation, several holi-
day camps and locations later 
we discovered the Leas Cliff 
Hall in Folkestone, the minute 
we walked in we just knew this 
was it.

Because it was a South based 
event we knew there would 
also be a lot of people who 
would like Modern Soul and 
other genres like Rare and 
Underplayed and another 
passion of ours Disco Soul so 
we added appropriate dedi-
cated rooms for all of them, we 
also wanted to keep the cost 
sensible and at £25 for an all 

Day/Night (2pm-6am) 
Ticket £34 Full Week-

end Wristband (Fri-Sun) and 
with inclusive Hotel packages 
starting at £99 Sat night £169 
full weekend we think we have 
managed to create a real value 
for money event.

Live Acts have always been 
popular and we were delight-
ed to convince Kiki Dee to 
come and sing her 60’s/70’s 
Motown recordings and of 
course the classic Magic 
Carpet Ride backed by Snake 
Davis & The Suspicions whilst 
on the Modern side chart 
topping acts Soulutions and 
Peter Symphorien will be in the 
amazing Channel Suite.
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